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Introduction

Ibn al-Malahimt’s Gift for the Theologians in refutation of the
philosophers (Tuhfat al-mutakallimin fi I-radd ‘ala I-falasifa),
completed between 532/1137 and 536/1141 less than fifty years after
al-Ghazalr’s famous Incoherence of the Philosophers (Tahafut al-
falasifa), has remained largely unknown even in Muslim religious
scholarship.' Progressive condemnation of Mu‘tazili thought as
heretical in Sunni Islam and suppression of Mu‘tazili literature
evidently prevented its spread in most regions of the Islamic world.

Only in the Zaydi Shi'i community in Yemen, where Mu‘tazili

! For a preliminary study of Ibn al-Malahimi’s book see W. Madelung, “Ibn al-
Malahimi’s Refutation of the Philosophers,” in Camilla Adang, Sabine Schmidtke,
David Sklare (eds.), A Common Rationality: Mu‘tazilism in Islam and Judaism,

Wiirzburg 2007, pp. 331-336.



theology continued to prevail, Ibn al-Malahimi’s work became known
and was occasionally quoted from the 6"/14™ to the early 8™/14™

century.2

Ibn al-Malahimi explains the motive for writing his refutation at
the beginning of the book. In his Kitab al-Mu‘tamad fi usil al-din he
had already demonstrated how the Muslim philosophers, such as al-
Farabi and Ibn Sina, had undertaken to set forth the religion of Islam
on the basis of the doctrines of the ancient philosophers, thereby
stripping it from its true foundation and the message of the prophets.
He had found, however, that many scholars of the religious law,
especially of the school of al-Shafi‘i, were now eagerly acquiring the
sciences of these modern philosophers in the erroneous belief that
they could aid them in the investigation of the science of the religious
law and its principles (usi/). Ibn al-Malahimi expresses alarm that the

Muslim community might follow the path of the Christians, whose

> The Yemeni Zaydi scholar Husam al-Din al-Rassas (d. 588/1188) wrote a
treatise in support of the position of the philosophers that existence is additional to
essence in which he quoted and refuted Ibn al-Maldhim1’s opposite position in his
Tuhfa. See Hassan Ansari, “ Al-Barahin al-zahira al-jaliyya ‘ala anna I-wujid zaid
‘ala I-mahiyya by Husam al-Din Abi Muhammad al-Hasan b. Muhammad al-
Rassas,” in A Common Rationality, pp. 337-348. As a Mu‘tazili of the school of Aba
Hashim al-Jubba®i, al-Rassas here opposed the position of Ibn al-Malahimi who

followed the doctrine of the school of Abu 1-Husayn al-Basri.
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chiefs had adopted Greek philosophy to sanction superstitious beliefs
in their religion such as the Trinity and union with God. He intended
in his book to expose the corruption of the teaching of these would-be
philosophers who claimed to be supporting Islam in setting it forth
according to their methods. He would name the book Gift for the
Theologians since he had not found any work by his (Mu‘tazili)
shaykhs dealing comprehensively with the doctrines of these modern
philosophers in interpreting Islam according to their ways and would
go beyond all that had previously been said by any ka/am theologian

of Islam.

Ibn al-Malahimi does not mention al-Ghazali here or elsewhere in
his book. He obviously did not consider his 7ahafut al-falasifa as a
sound and adequate refutation of Ibn Sina’s theological teaching. As
he pointed out, the doctrine of the philosophers agreed with that of
the Muslim compulsionists (mujbira), to whom al-Ghazali as an
Ashari theologian belonged, in upholding determinism and affirming
that God was the source of all evil in the world, even though he was
pure goodness. For Ibn al-Malahimi as a Mu‘tazili true Islamic dogma
posited human free will and absolved God from any responsibility for
evil. Ibn al-Malahimi was also aware that al-Ghazali in his esoteric
Sufi teaching adopted and promoted most of Ibn Sind’s theological
doctrine which he had rejected in his 7Tahafut al-falasita. He indeed

quotes and criticizes several of al-Ghazalt’s Masa’il al-Madnin bih

11



min ghayr ahlih in which the latter offered interpretations consistent
with the views of the philosophers for Islamic eschatological beliefs
concerning the Resurrection, Balance (mizan), Reckoning (hisab),
Intercession (shafa‘a), and the Path over Hell (sirat). Ibn al-Malahimi
explains that he is not sure whether the author, whom he does not
name, truly expresses the views of the philosophers here, since they
did not normally address this subject in their books (pp. 186-194). It is
thus evident that in charging Shafil scholars in particular with
promoting philosophical thought in the teaching of religious law, Ibn

al-Malahimi had al-Ghazali among others in mind.

In contrast to al-Ghazali, who concentrated his refutation on a few
specific points of philosophical doctrine he considered heretical, Ibn
al-Malahimi provides a comprehensive criticism of the theology of
Ibn Sind and his school. As his primary source for the views of the
philosophers he relied on an anonymous teaching manual of Ibn
Sinad’s philosophy which was also extensively copied by al-Ghazali in
his Magqasid al-falasifa. Much of the text quoted by Ibn al-Malahimi
agrees literally with al-Ghazali’s text. There are, however, sometimes
substantial differences, indicating that Ibn al-Malahimi did not quote

from the Magqasid al-falasita.

Also in contrast to al-Ghazali, Ibn al-Malahimi frequently quotes
from the writings of the modern philosophers directly. There are

express quotations from Ibn Sind’s a/-Isharat wa I-tanbihat, Kitab al-
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Shifa’, Kitab al-Mabda’ wa [-ma‘ad fi sa‘adat al-nafs, Maqala fi I-
quwa al-insaniyya, and Kitab al-Nafs. Of the Kitab al-Shifa’, Ibn al-
Malahimi seems to have had a different recension than the published
text available to us, and it is uncertain to which of Ibn Sina’s works the
title Kitab al-Nafs refers. Twice he cites a sermon (khutba) ascribed
to Ibn Sina in which the latter mocks the Muslim belief that God
would act for the benefit of humans and could be influenced by their
worship (pp. 12, 102). He further quotes treatises of philosophers
posterior to Ibn Sina, but does not name any of them. Perhaps it will
become possible to identify them as research progresses on the early
school of Ibn Sina. A text by a philosopher critical of Ibn Sind’s theory
about the cause of eternal motion of the celestial spheres in the Kitab
al-Shifa’ (pp. 120-122) is similar in style to other criticism of Ibn
Sina’s views by Abu l-Barakat al-Baghdadi in his Kitab al-Mu‘tabar.
However, no other work of this contemporary of Ibn al-Malahimi is at
present known from which the quotation might have been taken. The
anonymous quotation on p. 67:20-21 is also quoted in an unpublished
section of Ibn al-Malahimi’s Kitab al-Mu‘tamad. There is it described
as taken from a Kitab al-Misbah, whose author, however, is not

identified.

In support of his own positions, Ibn al-Malahimi a few times
quotes Abu l-Husayn al-Basr1 and his largely lost Kitab Tasaffuh al-
adilla. Abu 1-Husayn, the founder of the Mu‘tazili school to which Ibn



al-Malahimi adhered, was a contemporary of Ibn Sina and fully
trained in the philosophical sciences. It is evident, however, that he
did not endeavour to refute philosophical theology systematically.
Another Mu‘tazili author was the otherwise unknown Abu Ja“far
Muhammad b. Ya‘qub al-Jadidi whose Book on the Hereafter (Kitab
al-Ma‘ad) Tbn al-Malahimi cites with approval. In this book al-Jadidi
described and criticized the views of dualists, Zoroastrians, Sabians
and other religions as well as of the philosophers about the human
soul and physical restoration after annihilation. Ibn al-Malahimi
quotes his criticism of Abu Bakr al-Razi’s views about the soul. Al-
Jadidi, however, apparently did not discuss Ibn Sind’s doctrine and

may have been writing before his time.

In a special chapter Ibn al-Malahimi deals with the esoteric
doctrine of the Batiniyya which he describes as largely based on the
teaching and methods of the philosophers. Here he quotes from the
lost anti-Isma‘ili polemical tract of Muhammad b. Zayd b. Rizam al-
Ta’1 wich was also cited by Ibn al-Nadim in his Kitab al-Fihrist. At the
end of the book he adduces several pages of excerpts from an Epistle
of Sincere Advice (al-Risala al-Nasiha) by Abu 1-Faraj ‘Ali b. al-
Husayn b. Hinda. There Ibn Hinda, himself a trained physician and
educated in the philosophical sciences, reproaches and ridicules a
friend for his boastful display of foreign philosophical learning,

drawing his attention to the supreme value of the Qur’an and the
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religion of Islam.

The edition is based on the single manuscript of the book that has
recently been found.” The manuscript. written in nastaig script by a
scribe of Persian literary culture, is dated in Dhu 1-Hijja 1104/August
1693, It bears a stamp of the Nasiriyya Library in Lucknow and is now
preserved in the Ridawiyya Shrine Library in Meshhed. According to
the colophone it was copied from a manuscript dated in Rajab
693/June 1244, a century and a half after the death of the author. The
scribe of this original was, to judge by the formulas of blessing used, a
Zaydi. The manuscript evidently had deteriorated and in places had
become unreadable. At least one folio was lost (see p. 114). The
scribe of the extant manuscript tried to copy what he saw without
much understanding of the text. Occasionally he left gaps in his copy,
but more often concealed them. The manuscript itself has also
deteriorated, and the margin of the final folio is cut off. The text thus
required frequent and at times extensive emendation in order to
restore the intended meaning. In the Risa/la of Ibn Hinda a few
passages could not reasonably be corrected and have been quoted in
footnotes as they appear in the manuscript. Several colleagues have

read parts of the edited text at various stages and contributed

’ See Hasan Ansari, “Kitab-i taza-yi yab dar naqd-i falsafa: Payda shudan-i

Kitab-i Tubfat al-mutakallimin-i Malahimi,” Nashr-r danish 18 iii (2001), pp. 31-32.
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improved readings. We wish to thank in particular F. Zimmermann,
U. Rudolph, H. Ben-Shammai, W. Kadi and G. van Gelder for their
valuable suggestions. Thanks are also due to the Fritz-Thyssen-

Stiftung for financial support to the present publication.
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